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(57) Abstract: A clip for securing an elongate cylindrical member (7) to a support wire (8). The clip comprising a thin elongate 
flexible member (1) having a longitudinal axis and a central web having a transverse axis substantially at right angles to the said 
^ longitudinal axis, and two oppositely facing substantially semi-circular hook members at opposed ends of the flexible member (1). 
Q The clip also having two spaced apart notches in the central web lying substantially on the longitudinal axis and substantially equidis- 
tantly from the transverse axis, each notch having an opening facing away from said transverse axis, and wherein the clip is foldable 
^ about the transverse axis. 
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TWIST CLIP 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The invention relates to a clip for securing an elongate cylindrical member to a 
support wire and more particularly relates to a clip for securing a water pipe or 
irrigation tube below a continuous support wire. The invention has 
applications in the horticulture and viticulture industries. 

BACKGROUND 

In the horticulture and viticulture industries it is common to secure an irrigation 
tube or water pipe below a continuous support wire by means of tying wire or 
other inexpensive fasteners such as cable ties and the like. A problem 
associated with the use of such wire and other fasteners is that they are time 
consuming and labour intensive. 

The present invention seeks to ameliorate the securing of an elongate 
cylindrical member such as an irrigation tube to a continuous support wire by 
providing a clip which can easily be secured to the cylindrical member and the 
support wire. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

In one aspect the present invention consists a clip for securing an elongate 
cylindrical member to a support wire, said clip comprising a thin elongate 
flexible member having a longitudinal axis and a central web having a 
transverse axis substantially at right angles to said longitudinal axis, two 
oppositely facing substantially semi-circular hook members at opposed ends 
of said flexible member, and two spaced apart notches in the central web lying 
substantially on said longitudinal axis and substantially equidistantly from said 
transverse axis, each notch having an opening facing away from said 
transverse axis, and wherein said clip is foldable about said transverse axis. 
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Preferably said clip on one side of said transverse axis is a transposed mirror 
image of said clip on the other side of said transverse axis. 

Preferably said hook members have a substantially constant radial extent. 

Preferably said clip is adapted to be folded and manipulated by a user in a 
single-handed operation such that said semi-circular hook members can be 
engaged with said elongate cylindrical member and said notches are engaged 
with said wire. 

Preferably said clip is made of plastic. 

Preferably said clip is made of polypropylene. 

Preferably said cylindrical member is a water pipe or irrigation tube. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a clip in accordance with an embodiment of the 
invention in an assembled orientation securing a tube to a support wire. 

Fig. 2 is an elevation view of the clip, tube and wire shown in Fig. 1 . 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the clip, tube and wire shown in Fig. 1 . 

Fig. 4 is an end view of the clip shown in an unfolded flat orientation. 

MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Figs. 1 -4 depict a first embodiment of a clip in accordance with the present 
invention. The clip comprises a substantially flat thin flexible member 1 
preferably made of an inexpensive plastic such as polypropylene. Flexible 
member 1 is elongate with a longitudinal axis L and has a central web 2 and 
two oppositely facing semi-circular hook members 3, 4 at opposed ends 
thereof. A transverse axis T, at right angles to longitudinal axis L passes 
through central web 2. 

Flexible member 1 and therefore the clip, is foldable about transverse axis T. 
Two spaced apart notches 5, 6 are located in the central web and lie on the 
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longitudinal axis L equidistantly from transverse axis T. The opening of each 
notch 5, 6 faces away from the transverse axis T. As such, the clip on one 
side of transverse axis T is a transposed mirror image of the clip on the other 
side of transverse axis T. 

In use, when the clip is folded about the transverse axis T to form a V-shape, 
as shown in Figs. 1-3, notches 5 and 6 are aligned with each other. In such 
configuration the two oppositely facing semi-circular hooks 3,4 are also 
aligned with each other and are able to support a cylindrical member such as 
a tube 7. 

In use, tube 7 may be secured to a wire 8 in a single-handed operation by 
placing the flat clip between the thumb and forefinger of the user. The user 
partially bends clip 1 and places it over the top of tube 7 and wire 8. The clip 
is then rotated or twisted anticlockwise or clockwise over tube 7 and wire 8. 
This movement will enable clip 1 to securely support tube 7 by sitting on top of 
the continuous wire 8. The clip once bent thus forms a quick secure fastener 
which may readily be separated for future repositioning of tube 7 relative to 
wire 8. 

Preferably clip 1 is suitable for use where tube 7, which may be an irrigation 
tube or water pipe, is to be suspended from support wire 8 in the horticulture 
and/or viticulture industries. In such an application wire 8 is typically a trellis 
wire used to support plants. 

It should be understood that whilst in the preferred embodiment the present 
invention is made of plastic, it can in other not shown embodiments be made 
of metal. 

The term "comprising" as used herein is used in the inclusive sense of 
"including" or "having" and not in the exclusive sense of "consisting only of. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A clip for securing an elongate cylindrical member to a support wire, 
said clip comprising a thin elongate flexible member having a 
longitudinal axis and a central web having a transverse axis 
substantially at right angles to said longitudinal axis, two oppositely 
facing substantially semi-circular hook members at opposed ends of 
said flexible member, and two spaced apart notches in the central 
web lying substantially on said longitudinal axis and substantially 
equidistantly from said transverse axis, each notch having an 
opening facing away from said transverse axis, and wherein said 
clip is foldable about said transverse axis. 

2. A clip as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said clip on one side of said 
transverse axis is a transposed mirror image of said clip on the 
other side of said transverse axis. 

3. The clip as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein said hook 
members have a substantially constant radial extent. 

4. A clip as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said clip is 
adapted to be folded and manipulated by a user in a one handed 
operation such that said semi-circular hook members can be 
engaged with said elongate cylindrical member and said notches 
are engaged with said wire. 

5. A clip as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein said 
clip is made of plastic. 

6. A clip as claimed in claim 5, wherein said clip is made of 
polypropylene. 

7. A clip as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein said 
elongate cylindrical member is a water pipe or irrigation tube. 

8. A clip as substantially hereinbefore described and with reference to 
the accompanying drawings. 
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